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“Most clients sit patiently while I place a hat on their
heads,” says Mr. Jones. “Anna would take it into her hands,
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Considering that the pouting mouth was covered in scarlet lipstick to match rouged cheeks
and compete with her bright blue hair, the effect was always striking — even if the hat were
not a Union Jack, a giant white woolly top hat worn with a snowy fur coat or the miniature
| sky-blue hat, worn in her earliest years of collaboration with Mr. Jones.

But the eccentric Ms. Piaggi was as far as can be imagined from the show-off clothes pegs
who cluster at the entrance to current fashion shows. She not only had a unique and
personal vision, but, as the exhibition shows, was involved with the press all her life, firstat | ) .
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. But the hats will remain at the heart of her story, in museums as in her life.

“Hats gave Anna a point of stability,” said her long-term assistant, Moreno Fardin. “The
hat came first — then the clothes.”

| A version of this review appears in print on September 24, 2013, in The International Herald Tribune
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